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Welcome to Greg Pratt 99

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Project Manager

Greg Pratt is indigenous and also a descendant of the Knuknuckle people of North Stradbroke
Island; he grew up in Laura (Far North Queensland) with the Ghughuyalanghi people. Greg is a
graduate of the University of Southern Queensland, where he attained a Bachelor of Science
majoring in Applied Psychology in 1999. Greg also possesses a graduate diploma in Indigenous
Mental Health from Charles Sturt University in Wagga Wagga. He has extensive clinical experience
in counselling and supporting people with mental iliness, having worked in a variety of settings,
including Drug & Alcohol, Community Mental Health, Child & Youth Mental Health and in Youth
Detention. Greg has worked in both New South Wales and in Queensland, he has managed family
wellness programs in Brisbane and was most recently employed as a counsellor at Wuchopperen
Health Service in Cairns. Greg is a welcomed addition to the Centre for Rural & Remote Mental
Health Queensland and his experience and wisdom adds to the knowledge base of the team.

14

National Suicide Prevention Strategy 99

As many people will be aware, the Centre for Rural & Remote Mental Health Queensland was
successful in tendering for funds to implement community based initiatives through the National
Suicide Prevention Strategy. On the 22nd and 23rd of January, participants responsible for
"Building bridges to implement successful life promotion and suicide prevention expertise across
Aboriginal communities" met to discuss further their contributions and commitments to this
project. The workshop took place over two days at Yarrabah and then at Wuchopperen Health
Service. Participants were asked to discuss their contribution and role with respect to the project
and how they envisioned their respective organisations “sharing” their knowledge and expertise
to the projects objectives. Stakeholders present included, University of Queensland, University
of Southern Queensland, James Cook University, Gurriny Yealameuka Health Service, Queensland
Health, Apunipima Cape York Council, Goondir Health Service, AISRAP and the Centre itself.
Participants discussed the draft operational plans for the project with a view to finalising these.
The workshop was invaluable as an opportunity to meet face to face, formalise and explore the
roles of participants.



There was considerable interest and support from over 40 participants in this forum. The day
was most constructive and the group expressed support for the establishment of a similar network
in Queensland to the NSW Farmers Mental Health Network. The group appreciated and accepted

the offer from AgForce Queensland to take a lead agency role in exploring the feasibility of a
network with support from the CRRMHQ. It was also considered that the CRRMHQ should form
a strong alliance with the CRRMH NSW and the NSW Network in order to facilitate the transfer
of projects and knowledge across borders. It was agreed that the two lead agencies work together

a Queensland Network & in working together they identify key
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